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None of the three proposed names are agreeable. 

As suggested by D.I. Glover in his report dated 
August 12, 1933, the following characters FEM EAIEH 
would be the correct designation for the Central Detective 
Agency and this was agreed to by Mr. Tonkin on August 15, 1938, 
but from the cards and printed documents used by the Agency, 
the characters "Dk. “ (Private) were omitted contrary to 
original arrangement which is certainly misleading. 

I suggest that the original name mentioned in 
D.I. Glover's report be used. 

As to the identification cards the correct 
translation of an employee of the Detective Agency should be 
“hh “ and not “AE “ which would create a wrong 


impression for a S§.M.P. detectivee 
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Made by D.SeIl. PRYDS a Forwarded by De I. GLOVER. 


Sir, 

with regard to the let*tar from the French Police 
cated Octe 25th 1938, referring to an agent of the Central 
Agency having been shot dead in thie French Concession and 
requesting that this Agency be warned that the activities 
of their agents would not be tolernted in the Prench Con- 
cession, also with reference to Louza F.I.R. 3562/38, re, 
un agent of the Centrol Ageney beine charged with "Intimi- 
dation", Mr. Tonkin, the foreign manager of this ageuey, 
vas Called to C.B.M.Q. ond warned regarding the activities 


of his agents. It was also explained to Mr. Tonkin that 


oi 7 the Identification Cards carried »y his agents, contained 
2 @ lot of unnecessary particulars, vhich were misleading 
\ 4 to the Chinese public, in thot, it would lead the public 
> rf ‘. to believe that the awners of these cards were Police 
“SS 


Ss Detectives. At that tive Mr. Tonkin agreed to call in 


all these cards and issue new ones which would only bear 


Ze the name of the agont concerned, his photograph, and a 
va ys statement to the effect that he was an agent of the Central 
< 17 Agency. 

ht ry2 However, on Oct. 28th a letter addressed to the 


Commissioner of Police, was received from ir. Tonkin, 
yuh stating that he had dis-associated himself with this 
. A it Agency and was returning all the cards issued to the 
Q : agents. Mr. Tonkin failed to return the cards and could 
not be loeated at the time. 
On Nov. 4th 1098, @ further letter addressed to the 


BQ@omissioner of Police was received from the Central abeney 
to the effect that. 
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(1) They had removed their office to 20 Museum Road. 


(2) That Mr. A.H. Leslie had been appointed partner 
in this Agency in the place of Mr. C. Tonkin. 


(3) That Ur. H. Waung still reteined his partnership. 


Mr. Leslie was called to C.B.HeQe and informed of the 
past activities of certain of the agents employed by this 
Agency and warned against any similar activities in the 
futures He was also informed of the contents of the letter 
received from the Prench Police. He was instructed that 
the Identifieation cards in possession of the agents would 
have to be withdrawn and handed into the police, and any 
new Identificstion cards issued would have to have the 
approval of the Police. 

On Nov. 24th 1938 a letter addressed to the undersigned 
was received from Mr. Leslis. Letter attached. In this 
letter Mr. Leslie suggests three new Chinese name for this 
Agency and asks which of these would be approved by the 
Police. Mr. Leslie was informed that no approval of any 
kind would be given by the police until such time as the 
Identification Cards as present in possession of the agents 
were handed in to the Police. 

On the morning of 6.12.38 Mr. Leslie surrendered 34 of 
these Identifieation Cards to the undersigned and states that 
there are now, no more of these in use. 

Regarding the eugges ted new Chinese names for tis Ageney, 
I respectfully’ suggest that de! atari sted te Supt. ‘Tem for 
perusal as to whether aly of ‘the three wane SORA would meet 
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with the approval of the Police and would not be misleading 
to the Chinese public. 


ae Thirty four Identification Cards forwarded hetewi th. 
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I am, Sir, 
Yours obediently, 
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a ds, J. Meeps ‘ 
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Sir, 
ith regard to the letter from the French Police 


dated Cet. 25th 1938, referring to an agent of the Central 
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Agence: heaving been shot dead in the French Concession and 
requesting that this agency be warned that the activities 
of their agents would not be tolerated in the French Con- 
cession, also with reference to Louza F.I.R. 3562/38, re, 
an agent of the Centrol Agency being cherged vith "Intimi- 
dation"; ‘r. Tonkin, the foreirn monager of this Agency, 

0 C CRIME was Called to C.B.H.Q- anc -mrned rerarding the activities 
latormation of is agents. It was also exvlsined to “Ire Tonkin trat 
the Identification Cards carried sy his agents, contained 
a ios of unnecessary particulars, “hich were misleading 
to the Chinese public, in that, it would lead the public 

to believe that the awners of these cards were Police 


Detectives- At that tive Mr. Tonkin agreed to call in 


all these cards and issue new ones which would only bear 
oe 


the name of the agent concerned, his photograph, and a 
“statement to the effect that he was an agent of the Central 
Agency. 

However, on Oct. 28th a letter addressed to the 
Commissioner of Police, was received from }'r. Tonkin, 

ting that he had dis-associated himself with this 

Agency and was returning all the cards issued to the 
Fontes. Mr. Tonkin failed to return the Gards and could 
not be located at the time. 

On Nov. 4th 1938, a further letter addressed to the 
-Commissioner of Police was recsived from the Central agency 


to the effect that: 
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(1) They had removed thrir office to 20 useum Road. 


LS itr. A.H. Leslie bead heen appointed partner 
this Agency in the place of Wr. C. Tonkin. 


(3) That wir. He. Waung still reteined his partnership. 


Mr. Leslie wes callec to C.BeHeG. and informed of the 
past activities of certain of the agents employed by this 
Agency ane warned against any similar activities in the 
future. He was also informed of the contents of the letter 
received from the French Police. He was instructed that 
the Identification cards in possession of the agents ~ould 
have to be withdrawn an¢ handed into the police, and any 
new Identification cards issued would have to have the 
approvel of the Police. 

On Nov. 24th 1938 a letter addressed to the undersigned 
was received from Mr. Leslie. Letter attached. In this 
letter Mr. Leslie suggests three new Chinese name for this 
Agency and asks which of these would be approved by the 
Police. Mr. Leslie was informed that no approval of any 


kind would be given by the police until such time as the 
$e ee Such time as the 


Identification Cards as present in possession of the agents 
were hauded in to the Police. so 

On the morning of 6.12.38 Mr. Leslie surrendered 34 of 
these Identification Cards to the undersigned and states that 
there are now, no more of these in use. 


Regarding the suggested new Chinese names for this Agency, 


I respectfully suggest that they be sutmritted to Supte 
Perugal as to whether any of the 


Tan for 
three submitted would meet 
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with the approval of the Police and would not te misleading 
to the Chinese public. 


Thirty four Identification Cards forwerded hetewi the 


I am, Sir, 


Yours otediently, 


oF f3 hoje 


D. Se. I. > 


c/o CENTRAL AGEN, 
29, -duseum Noad, 


suanghal, 


core Lovember 195d, 


Sub Inspec FOr GedeB sPSV DE, 
hanghal Municipal Foilsoe, 

1855 Foochcw Road, 

crd -Floore 


Shangnal e 
Deer hire Frycdé, 


I Gin writbis, to yo.. semi-officieliy regurding the result 
of the conversation IT had with you in your office rscehtly, in 
order to give fou time to " digest " the following propositions 
which I wish to suggest. 


CHINESE l.ahis OF CLNTRAL GENCY. I enclose three suggested names 
In Chinese crercactvers. | do not road Chinese but am advised that 
the firgt one marked (1) would seem to ve the most suitable for us 


to sdcpt. Shoulda you approve cf this, we will use nothing else 
on all our forms and stationery. Cf course the foreign name of ‘ 
"Central gency " will remain unchanged. Do you approve of Noel \ 


or would ycu ve kind enough to suggest samet’ing else ? 


JDENTIVICATION CARDS FOR OUR Lin. As soon es wo have Gecidod on 

Tho above, a8 regards wh Chinese churucters tc use, I have 
advised the Contral Agency to change all thefr present identification 
cards. The new identification cards are to only contain the 
information to the effect that the bearer of the card ( giving his 
photo, number, name in Chinese and Lnglish) signed by myself and 

the Clinese Director,ara in the employ of the Central Agoucy at Noe 
20, Museum Road. All the other details on the old cards we 
reporting to ™ statioa" if enytiing goes wrong, will be elinnated. 
As soon as the new c&éris are ready, we propose to let you see them 
all for record purposos, if you so desire, and keep you posted up 

to date should any further cards be issued. 


MeTONKINe I do not know where to locate hin at present but as he 
apoarently did not keep duplicates,of his correspondence with the 
S.M.P. I am at a loss to know what/has done or promised to do and 
what information is pending from him to youe May I suggest you 
let me ve a rough list of ali your requirements or inforuation 
you werexpecting from Tonkig and I will then do my Wene to a 
everything straightened out as soon as possiblo. What I would 
like to do is to cancel , if at all possible, all Tonkin's 

papers etc and commence a new record with us - of course I under- 
stand that there may be some matters which cannot be cancelled and 
must be settled right away. If this 1s the case, will you be kind 
enough to let me know what you require us to do to get things : 
settled and I will do my best to assist you. 


MY POSITION WITH THE CENTRAL AGENCY. As I am employed elsewhere 
Wurtng regular oitice hours, 1 am Only assisting tho Central Agency | 
in my spare time in the capacity as " foreign adviser " I want you |. 
to know this so that you will be under no misapprehension as 
regards my position there. Of course I have been given full powers 
to aot and sign for them. 


Please give me a ring sometime when you are ready ( at 15918 
or 12670 ) and wt I will drop around to see you and have a chat with | 
you.e 

Yours very tpfly, 


PRK HR Eg 
CENTRAL AGENCY 
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4th NOVEMBER 1958-6 


THE COMMISSIONER, 
Shanghai Municipal Police, 
185, Foochow Road, 


Dear Sir, 


With reference to our letter of the 2lst June 1938, 
we beg to notify you of the following changes in this Agency :- 


(1) Our former address at No.@l, Jinkee Koad is now 
cancelled and our new address is at No.e20,Museum 
Road, 4th Floor, Shanghai, 


Telehpone Number 135918 remains unchenged. 


(2) We have now appointed Mr. ALEXANDER HUDDLESTON LESLIE 
(British) as a partner in this Agency, in the place 
of Mr. Chas. Tonkin (British) 


(3) Mr. H.Wuang still retains his partnership as 
heretofore. 


Will you therefore be kind enough to erase and rescind 
Mr. Tonkin's authority on our behalf in your records and 
recognize Mr. Leslie's authority ( jointly and/or severally 
with Mr. H. Wuang ) in all matters appertaining to the 
business of this Agency ? 


Paragraphs 5,4 and 5 of our above-mentioned letter 
remain unchanged. 


Should you require any further information, we shall 
be pleased to supply you with same upon hearing from you. 


Requesting the favour of an acknowledgment of this 
letter at your early convenience, 


Mr. AeH.Leslig will Yours faithfully, 
sign as follows :- 
q CENTRAL AGENOY. 
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The Commissioner of Police, 
Shanghai. 
Sir, 

Further to my conversation with your Head.juarter's 
Detective Department, I am recalling all iaentification cards 
of the private detectives connected with this agency, same 
will be forwarded to your department . I am al6o cis-astoc- 
ifating myself with this agency as soon as these cards have 
been collected ana those cards which have not been returned 
will be listed. 


I hope to have the above done at an early date. 


Believe me. 


Yours faitbpfully, 


f_- —— 
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TRANSLAT Ion, 


onanghai, October <5, 1938 
Frencn Concession 
onangnai, 
Police neadquarters. 
No. IcI/cu.C. Major Kem. Bourne, m.C. 
Commissioner, 


ohanghai municipal Police, 


Shanghai. 


vear major bourne, 

un uctober 17, 1958 at 7.40 a.m. a man named LIOU DING 
SIEU was shot in tne seng Bing Li alleyway, rue du vonsulat. 
Tnois man was round in possession of a private detective card 
issuea by the ventral agency, situated in room 210, 6I Jinkee Koad. 

according to information supplied to me, your rorce is already 
in possession ot tne data on this private detective agency, whicn 
appears to employ men of a suspicious character. 

1 have the nonour, therefore, to request you to advise the 
wirector or this agency to the effect that we shall not tolerate 
the activities or nis employees in the srench voncession,. 


Please accept, dear major,vourne, etc. 


od. R, Jobez 


a acting Directeur des services de Police. 


TRANSLATION. 


Shanghai, Cotober 25, 1938 
French Concession 
Shanghai, 
Police Headquarters. 
No. I2I/C.C. Major Ke’. Bourne, m.C. 
cCormissioner, 


Shanghai municipal Police, 
Shanghai. 


Dear Major sSourne, 
un Uctober 17, 1938 at 7.40 a.m. a man named LIOU DING 
SIEU was shot in the Seng Bing J.i alleyway, rue du Consulat. 
This man was tound in possession of a private detective card 
issued by the Central agency, situated in room 210, 6I Jinkee Road. 
according to information supplied to me, your rorce is already 
in possession of the data on this private detective agency, whicn 
appears to employ men of a suspicious chara’ter. 
I have the nonour, therefore, to request you to advise the 
Director of this agency to the effect that we shall not tolerate 
the activities of nis employees in the French Concession, 


Please accept, dear Hajor,Bourne, etc. 


84. RR. Jobez 


acting Directeur des Services de Police. 
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IO Reon 2 oF weSs 
Co.unissioner, 
Shanchel ..unicinal Police, 
id Te. rie 
Cher .ajor Sourne 
o I? Getosre £75 47 Bh 42, Bi Homes LTE? Hrs 
& ote tué a cours de nistolet duns la cit Seng 
ir TL, me du vyonsulaut. Cet individu a é6t3 trouvé 
, 
porter d'une carte de détective priv’ %liveée par 
Ja Clotul xaTeLOY, install“e chambre ‘10, Gi Jinkee Road, 


D'aprés les rensei-‘ne:ents quica'ont ét* communi- 


. 


qués, vos services possédent 32j* une documentation 


sur cette agence de police priv‘e gui nurait n'employer 


que des individus assez s spects. 

J'ai l'honneur en conséquence de vous prier de 
bien vouloir informer le directeur de cette agence que 
nous ne saurions tolérer les activités de ses employés 
dans la Concession Francaise. 


ch llusscranes 


Veulllez agréer, 


20urne, 


de mes reilleurs sentiments./. 


Directeur de tcés de Police p.i. 
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D. C. (@riane: 
art or ormddfor-O Aeme 25-29-58 mre Co Tonkin owner of the Central Dbe= 


| viewed by Del. Bennett. He stated that the Central agency opened 
; business during July 1938 and nad been the subject of enquiries 
from H.Qe- detectives. 

, With reference to the activities of the two detectives, mre 

onkin stated that he had no knowledge of any information in 
‘connection with this case and further that he had no instructions 
Yfrom any client regarding copper wire. 

At 3-15 peme 23-9-38 sang Sung Jien, owner of the Sung 

Jien vegetable hong came to the Station and he was accompanied 


by one Zung Yoh Linge 


“ Ay cenectt54t) is the owner of a brass-shop at Daung real @ ) 


in e vicinity of Hangchow.(He was in possession of a pass from 


v i. ) | Interrogation of these two people revealed that Zung oh 


\@ t Japanese autlorities testifying to this). 


i . On the 219-38 he bought the copper wire from H@ngchow on 
| 
\ 


native boat which was transporting & load of sweet potate s to 


Y, the hong of Tsang Sung-Jien, the wire was placed in the hong 


by 
ah pending Bung Yoh Ling finding s buyer fer samee y; 
We Teang Sung Jien has eperated this vegetable fer the h st 


y 20 years and there is nothing imewn against his character by 
as ) detectives at this Station, he stated that he has knewn Zung Feh 
: AQ ling fer some years &nd Sung in his epinien is quite an henest 
ft h 


mane 

(yy a x While Zung Feh ling could not preduce any bills ef sale 
Y 4 re 4 : é 
2 ia PRs with the cepper wire, the fact. that, he is in 
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possession of a pass trom the Japanese authorities lends cre= 
dence to his story and as it has bern proved that the wire 
43 not the property of tne Power Co- or Telephone Coe he has 


been allowed to remove it from the vegetable hong. 
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lr. Tonkin of the Sentral Detective Agency was 
Called to Fedele te OG 26-99-38 and informed thet the 
identification cards issued to his arents were misleading 
and would have to be altered, as all the instructions on 
tne baci: of these cards are unnecessary. 
vr. Tonkin has agreed to alter the cards and 
will submit one of tne new cards to the Police for approval 
before issuing same to his agents. 


» G. CRIME] 


Mr. Tonkin was also informed that the use of the 
at 2 Chinese characters "Teu Yeu" (detective) (4& Ff) and "Chu" 
. ' (Department) (Aa ) are misleading and that it would be 
preferable to use the characters " AL & {4 A" 3. Ka Tsung Teu 
(Private Detective) and " *F " Soo (agency) instead. 

None of the agents employed by this firm are in 


possession of either pistols or pistol licences. 


I am, Si rT, 


Yours obediently, 
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a ceryo of sicet potxtoes from Pootung.» Houpt was sown 


on the scene, stating that they had received info mation 


&bout & shipment of stolen property which used been goncealed in: 
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He. Q+..G+. Be. Station, Sb /3 
REPORT 


Sir, 

Mr. Tonkin was interviewed on the morning of 7.8.38 and 
informed that the Chinese name of his agency was misleading, 
as it could be understood to mean that it was a department of 
the Police Force. 

Mr. Tonkin agreed to change the name and on 9.8.38 sub- 


mitted the following as the proposed new name 3 - 


As this also appears to be misleading, it was suggested 
to Mr. Tonkin by the undersigned that he should adopt the 


following name 3: - 4e 


Sy iF at rO ad 

Mr. Tonkin now agrees to use the latter name with the 
exception of the last character and propose@ to substitute 
the character "ie *® in its stead. 

A Two letters from Mr. Tonkin attached. 
f é 7 
ia 

I am, Sir, 


Yours obediently 
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CENTRAL AGENCY 


INQUIRY & PROTECTION 
CABLE ADDRESS: CENGENCY 
& *® 61 JINKEE ROAD 
-eKRB A+R TELEPHONE 13918 
SHANGHAI 


Shanghat, llth, Aug. 1938, 


Ge B. Pryde Ese, 
Shanghai Municipal Police, 


Headquartars. 


Sir, 


We thank vou for tye suggestion of the 
craracters aS contained in your letter of yesterday's 
date, we shall adopt same with tne excertion of the 
-- ¥, 
last character PIT and use the character jee and 


hope this will be agreeable t> your department, 
thus reading :- PHRAL FAA fic 


Yours truly, 


e EE 
CENTRAL AGENCY 


INQUIRY & PROTECTION 
CABLE ADDRESS: CENGENCY 


+ + @) JINXEE ROAD 
-eRBeA+—B TELEPHONE 13918 
t t — FRAN SHANGHAI 


Shanghai, Oth, Aug st, 1938, 


The Commissioner of Police, 


Shanghai Municipal Council. 


Sir 


’ 
Upen request, we submit tre following 
characters as our Agency's name in Chinese t- 
KR I@m gv — 
Woe hare Ae 
ani hope same j* saceptahle, and if 80, we will 
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SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 
Sek Special. Branch Sapesy a 
G oo #3 


Date.......August.....5..19 386 
Central Detective Agency, 81 Jinkee Roade 0, 


REPORT 


A number of Chinese have made enquiries of the 


undersigned as to whether the S.M.P. are recruiting new 
detectives amongst outsiders and whether the office at 

No.81 Jinkee Road which bears the name of"Central Detective 
Agency"has any connection with Police Headquarters. The 

Chinese name of the Central Detective Agency( th te (HAE Fe) 

is somewhat misleading as when translated it means "Central 
Detective Office" or the "Detective Office of Police Headquarter 
If the word "Private" can be added, there will probably be 

no misunderstanding. 

A Chinese gentleman whose name card is attached 
enquired whether it is true that persons serving in this 
detective agency will be taken on as a regular detective by 
the S.M.P. and upon being informed in the negative he stated 
that some of his friends who are interested will not now join 


the agencye 


/ 
A 


-_ 
J Superintendent. 


’ 


D C. (Special Branch) 


0. Cerne 
Yeh DS |. Pohena 
metpmlld am his gives in 
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yf Re 14 iF im 2 RESISTIVE 
CENTRAL AGENCY a Le} ae eee 
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+ i GE (@1-JINKEE “ROA 
INQUIRY & PROTECTIO 
ERRAT—-B S N enh eas ca 
“fe-2ShH-A SHANGHAI 
SHANGHAI, ...245t.. JUGe. 20 193..Ra 
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she Coumissioner of .ciice, 
Crime Deot. Foochc.. woud. 
Sharebei. 
ee ee ali Sir, 
Ey DAWES 
D b#0, So 9! 


We be» to advise you that we Lave established ourselves co 
tue above address, oom No. £10, to do business as ygriveate inquiry 
\ and protection agents, similar to thet of Clarke's Agency, with 
1) Hemohere™ the addition of estate mans,ement and rent collections. 
¢, Our partmers are rr Abhes. Tonkin (|British; and -‘r. Fatchel 
. “auns '‘Chinese!. 
“ , For our protection business it till be necessary for our 
guerds to be armed, snd we whall therefore avrly in the usual 
manner. Neturally we will take full responsibility for the actions 


of our ,uards. 


Mi In the course of our business should any informetion regarding 


\ ; 

‘-orime come to our knowledse, we shall be only toopleased to- inform 

our department immediately. 

SPECIAL BRANCH 
Rent and Bill collections, commercial information and inquiries 

will be in the usual iine of business. 


‘ I am, Sir, 


) Yours faithfully, 


July 5, 1938. 


Central Agency, 00m No.210, 81 Jygnkee Road. 


! 

“Nith reference to the attached letter dated June 21, 
1938 from t'r. C. Tonkin, Central Agency, with an office at. 
Room 210, 81 Jinkee Road, I have to report that careful en- 
quiries go to show that the personnel of this concern lack 
the necessary qualifications to operate a private detective 
bureau and are otherwise of very douotful reputation. 

The writer of the letter is kr. Charles Tonkin who 
descrives himself as the principal partner in the business. 
Fe is a British subject of pure English parentage and was 
born in Shanghai in 1887. He is in possession of Sritish 
passport No. 89 issued in Peking on January 27, 1925. 

Charles Tonkin joined the outdoor staff of the 
Asiatic Petroleum Company in or avout 1910 and rose to the 
position of District Inspector. In 1925 when he Was attached 
to the Chengchow branch of the company he was dismissed for 
general dishonesty involving the systematic emoezzlement of 
the company's funds, a fact which I have verified in the 
course of my enquiries. He came to Shanghai from Peking 
‘in 1923 and for the summer season of 1924 was State Manager 
of the Mokanshan liountain Resort. A testimonial in his 
possession, signed vy Mr. R.M. White, secretary of the Mokanshan 
Summer Resort Association, show that his services were ter- 
minated at the close of the 1924 season owing to a change in 
the political status of Mokanshan. In 1925 he was associated 
with an Azmsrican Jew named Rosenberg in a so-called Import 
and Export firm known as the “Rosenberg China Coy" which had 
its offices in the D.K.K. Building 110 Szechuen Road. This 
firm, purchased a leather factory opposite Jessfield Park 
in which Tonkin claims to have invested g10,000. It 
appears that this venture proved a failure for lack of 
sufficient capital and the factory close@ down in 1926. 


Tonkin estimates that his losses through his association 


(2) 


with Rosenverg amounted in all to $5,500. A well-informed 
American citizen of my acquaintance, nowever, states on good 
authority that Tonkin and Rosenberg were in reality engaged 
in the illicit export of morphine to the U.S.A. and that their 
business venture was simply a "front" to cover up their ac- 
tual activities. While the .S. Authorities appear to have 
no record of either Rosenberg or Tonkin, I am convinced as 

to the truth of my information and it is a significant fact 
that Tonkin's younger brother Mathew Tonkin was arrested in 
Hongkong in 1924 for smuggling a quantity of marphine into 
the Colony from Hurope in concert with a Russian Jew named 
Moses L. Samsanovitch. From all accounts, it seems that 

the morphine was smuggled into Hongkong inside the tubing of 
a shipment of bedsteads of which ltathnew Tonkin was the con- 
signee. Mathew Tonkin was appropriately charged for this 
offence before tne Police Court in Hongkong and was sentenced 
to seven months' imprisonment, whilst it appears that no 
action was taken against Samsanovitcn for lack of sufficient 
evidence of his complicity. While on the subject of Mathew 
Tonkin, it ehould also be mentioned that he was in some way 


implicated in the operation of a Red Pills factory situated 


_ {at 20 Tongshan Road in the early part of 1935 (Vide F.I.R. 


| 42/35 Chengtu Road) but no action was taken against him on 
the advice of Messrs. Hansons who contended that there was 
insufficient evidence to support a charge. 

For several years after his business venture with 
Rosenberg who incidentally is now in America, Charles Tonkin 
does not appear to have been in steady employment. In 1930, 
however, he secured a job with Messrs. Jardine and Matheson 
as a purser and served in this capacity on the s.s. "Tungwo"> 
until March 18, 1931 when he was made to resign. He is in 
possession of a lettex from this company stating thet his 
services were dispensed with owing to reduction of staff 
bdut confidential enquiries elicit the information that he 
was in actual fact dismissed for mismanaging the ship's funds. 


5 


(3) 


Latterly he nas been associated with a Serman minin;; engineer 
naned Kuscha, who now has an office at 15 Museum doad and 
who appears to ve a reputavtle person. In the sumner of 
1937 he and xuscna were interested in some mining project 
in Anhwei but were compelled to advamdorn it upon the outoreak 
of hostilities. 

Tonkin has been a “emver of the S.V.C. Summum at 
different inte-vals since 1903 and served witn this corps 
in 1937 for the duration of the nostilities. 

Tonkin has established the Ventral a,ency in partnership 


ay P 
Ca | 


with a Chinese named Natchel Waung alias waung Chi (22 ) 


aged 35, native of Nanking. This individual avout a 
month ago started a business under the signboard of "‘Linsen 
Trading Coy" in Room No.4, 280 Peking Road for the purpose 
of dealing in insecticides priced at 20 cents per tin. Very 
little business appears to be done by this so-called company 
and a cheque for $40 paid by Waung for the rental of the 
room was dishonoured owing to lack of sufficient funds in 
his account. Waung claims to have veen educated at the 
Tsoong Yang Military Academy, Nanking and to have held the 
post of Commanderein-Chief of the 18th Division of Chiang 
Kai Shek's Army in Foochow until May 1937 when he resigned 
and came to Shanghai. It is however very doubtful if this 
individual ever held such a prominent position or even that 
he served in the Nationalist Army. 

Tonkin states that he proposes to Operate his agency 
on the same lines as Clark's Agency. Among other things, 
he hopes in due course to acquire an armoured car for 
the purpose of transporting bullion and valuable property 
and to man the vehicle with two Russian @uards armed with 
pistols. He also will engage in the collection of rents 
on hehalf of Chinese landlords and to carry Out enquiries 
of a private and confidential nature at the instance of client. 


During my visit to the offices of the Central Agency, 


are 
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I-observed that there were seven or eight rather suspicious 
/ 


to 


looking characters sitting in the waiting room. On my 
way out I asked Tonkin whether they were memoers of his 
staff and he replied that they were not and explained that 
they had called to give information avout the transportation 
of opium from Hongkew by a gang which nad double crossed 
them. I sought further particulars about this matter out 
Tonkin evaded the question stating that his partner hatchal 
Waung was handling the case and that he would let me xnow 
if there was any truth in their information. The appearance 
of these individual certainly gave me a rather vad impression 
and made me feel that Tonkin was up to some shady business. 
Quite apart from the presence of these unsavoury charac- 
ters, it became quite evident to me during my interview with 
Tonkin that he is more familiar with the ramifications of 
opium smuggling than he is with the technique of operating 
an enquiry agency on legitimate lines. I consider that he 
is by no means a fit and proper man to operate such an agency 
and that the Police would be well advised to deny him the 
Might to handle applications for pistol licences on behalf of 
individuals who do wish to come to the Police direct and to 
qe otuse to issue pistol licenses to members of his staff or to 
grart him any facilities normally enjoyed by a business of 
this kind. 
For the moment the Central Agency is being kept 
under close surveillance and should it transpire that it is 
in fact a blind for opium or narcotic transactions I suggest 


that steps be taken to close it down. 


